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Program Highlights: Building Partnerships for Learning

TEACHER(Collaborates with school staff anailyg learning andnformation needs,
locating and using resources that fulfills those needs and understands and
communicates the information the resources provide)

Collaboration and Research Proje¢®achers and Students)

We served 937 class visits/sessions between August 6, 2007 and May 9, 2008 in our
media center. Our peak usage occurred in October 2007 with 128 class sessions.

We operated on a flexible schedule during 2007-08 with library hours of 7:30t 4:00
daily. Students were able to visit with a lunch pass during all three lunch periods;
students with a 90 or better GPA were issued semester long lunch passes as an incentive
for good grades. In addition, students who demonstrated regular library use and good
library manners during lunch also received semester lunch passes. We saw our highest
number of student visits during our morning, lunch, and afternoon hours during October
2007 with 2,540 student visits. Approximately 15,000 students were served by the
media center during non-scheduled class visits.

Class Sessions, 2007-08

®AUGUST
m SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
® NOVEMBER
m DECEMBER
937
JANUARY
118 FEBRUARY

MARCH
153

101

APRIL

MAY
25

Page 2



We primarily collaborated with members of the English Department during 2007-08.
Topics included:

Literary criticism of poetry, short stories, and novels
The Elizabethan and Renaissance time periods

The Jazz Age and Roaring Twenties

Researching the cultural heritage of Chinese American writers, Puerto Rican
writers, and African American writers.

The Salem Witch Trials and Puritan culture

Short story writers and short story criticism
Veterans issues

Ancient Greek Culture

American writers of the Revolutionary period

The pros and cons of the Iraq War

Nobel Prize authors and their works

Arthurian Legends and Heraldry

Other topics for collaboration and research pathfinders included:

Conic sections

Linear regression

Science Fair Projects

American Revolutionary Wars and battles of the Civil War
The Cold War

Turkey and the European Union

Web 2. 0 Utilities

Using RSS feeds and readers for gathering news

Latin America

Paris and France

Careers

The Middle East

Chemical elements

Principles of catapult design

Art history

G518 2F GKS 5SIFR¢ | 2fARI @
Body systems
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The chart below indicates the degree of collaborative planning with each department.

Department Number of Number of
Collaboratively Planned | Collaboratively
Lessons 2006-07 Planned Lessons

2007-08

Social Studies 17 12

English 28 42

Science 10 3

Mathematics 5 3

Foreign Language 3 5

Career and Technical (includes 10 6

JROTC)

Fine Arts 4 1

Physical Education 7 1

Total Collaboratively 84 73

Planned Lessons 9" and 10" grade 9™ 10™, 11" grades

In spite of the fact we added over forty faculty members and an additional grade level of course
offerings, we saw a decline in the number of collaboratively planned lessons in all areas except
English and Foreign Language. Many faculty cited the pressures of adhering to their curricular
map timelines and standardized testing as obstacles to utilizing the media center and its
resources. Some new faculty members stated they felt overwhelmed getting adjusted to being
in a new school but plan to come to the media center more often in 2008-09 now that they have
their bearings. In addition, not all departments attended the media center orientation we
offered to all content areas during pre-planning, so a lack of awareness of available services and
resources could have contributed to the decrease in collaboration with our Social Studies
Department and Science Department.

Dr. Eddy, our principal, has responded to our concerns about this decrease in library usage in
two ways. He has already scheduled us into the preplanning calendar by giving us time to speak
to the faculty on the first day of preplanning; in addition, he is requiring all departments attend
media center orientation for 2008-09 so that everyone can take advantage of what the media
center has to offer. Dr. Eddy has also communicated the expectation that all faculty need to tap
into the media center resources as an action step in supporting student achievement and to
actively use the library and its resources on a regular basis.
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Involvement on School Instruction and Leadership Teams

Buffy Hamilton, Leadership Team

Professional Development Trainings Attended

Buffy Hamilton and Ruth Fleet, Cherokee County School District Media Specialist
/CHAMPS 2007-08 meetings

Buffy Hamilton and Ruth Fleet, Destiny Library Manager training, October 2007
Buffy Hamilton and Ruth Fleet, COMO (Georgia Council of Media Organizations)
Conference, October 2007

Buffy Hamilton and Ruth Fleet, Web 2.0 course, April 2008

Ruth Fleet, MUNIS training, August 2007

Ruth Fleet, Smartboard 102, March-April 2008

Ruth Fleet, Doctoral Coursework (6 hours), August 2007t May 2008

Buffy Hamilton, Engaged Learner course for Media 21, December 2007

Buffy Hamilton, Podcasting 101, January 2008

Buffy Hamilton, Information Literacy, March 2008
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INSTRUCTIONAL PARTN(E&ntifies curricular content, learning outcomes and a
wide variety of resources for instruction) ~

Development of policies, practices related to curricula
At this time, we are not serving on any academic committees, but we have expressed
our willingness to serve to assist as needed.

Design of authentic learning activities

We worked closely with the members of the English Department to introduce and

integrate NoodleTools as an essential component of the research process. We reviewed

strategies and skills for citing an array of information sources, including traditional print

materials, database articles, journals, and websites. We also taught students how to

use the electronic notecard feature in NoodleBib; now students can take advantage of

the seamless integration of the entire NoodleBib suite. Students and teachers

responded favorably to the new notecard feature and felt the electronic notecards

AYLINRGPSR GKS ljdzr f AGe 2F aidzRSyiaQ NBA&ASEFNOK L

We also integrated several Web 2.0 tools into our research pathfinders during 2007-08.
Our most valuable instrument was the social bookmarking service, del.icio.us We
regularly bookmarked and tagged favorite web resources, including specific database
articles, under our del.ici.ous account, http://del.icio.us/creekview hs library . Not only
did the use of del.ici.ous make it easier for students to get to quality information
sources, but it also encouraged students to create their own accounts and network with
our library account as well as accounts of their peers for research projects.

Another new tool we incorporated into our research pathfinders during 2007-08 was
Google Books. By creating our own CRHS Media Center Google Baaksunt, we could
give students access to full text books that we did not own in print. Students also have
the ability to subscribe to the RSS feed for our Google Books account so that they can
receive updates when we add new titles.

For students who were doing non-traditional research projects, Glogster was a perfect

Web 2.0 solution. Glogster is a free application that allows students to create

multimedial Y R AYUGSNI OGAQGS St SOUNRYAO LRAGSNET GKS
to PowerPoint presentations or Publisher creations. Students enjoyed incorporating

text features, images, and videos to showcase and highlight what they had learned

through the research.

We also worked with students to introduce Web 2.0 tools like iGoogle, Google Calendar,
and Google Reader. Students learned how to harness the power of RSS feeds to deliver
their favorite content to their iGoogle pages and Google Reader accounts. Students
marveled at how these tools could improve their organizational skills and expedite the
process of keeping up with information from the web.
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One other exciting collaborative project was the poetry podcast project with Ms.
t A O I "Ndbnaré Amsriwan Literature/Composition students. Students wrote
original poems based on photographs of loved ones and rehearsed reading their poems

LINA2NJ 62 GKS LIR2ROIFailo ¢KS LINRP2SO0 Odzt YAY I (S

reading and then uploading those podcasts to our iTunes account and our library blog.
The result was a memorable day of sharing and emotions as students truly invested
themselves in writing and reading poems that had personal and heartfelt meaning. Ms.
Pickart felt the podcast element was a major factor in the success of the poetry
readings. We also created posters of the poems and put them on display for other
students to enjoy during National Poetry Month.

Our major collaborative project of the year was with Teach 21 teachers Kendra Nayman

YR {dzaly [ SadSNw® ¢KAa NBASFNDODK LINR2SOi
well as the pros and cons of the war in Irag; in addition, some students explored what it

meant to be a soldier in a particular war. We ordered many nonfiction books, audio

books, and videos related to various wars; in addition, we designed research pathfinders

that pointed students to viewpoint essays, news articles, primary sources, and reference
materials to help them gain insights into these issues.

Collaboration/Involvement in meeting subject matter standards

In addition to the research pathfinders and mini-lessons we designed to support
standards addressed in content area research projects, we provided the following
training for faculty to support student achievement:

e Destiny Training for Faculty and Use of Standards Feature, November 2007
e USA Test Prep Training for Faculty, January 2008
¢ Blogging Basics with WordPress
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INFORMATION SPECIAIH8%¥ovides leadership and expertise iqudng and
evaluating information resources in all formats and models for students and staff
strategies for locating, accessing and evaluating information within and beyond the
media center)

Technology integration/irclusion in instruction

Technology plays a major role in library instruction at Creekview High School. Topics of instruction this
past year included:

e hTFTAOS HnnTtT Gl 2¢ G2a¢
e Del.icio.us

e Glogster
e Animoto
e Destiny
e iGoogle

e (Google Reader

e Google Books

e Google Calendar

e RSSfeeds

e Instruction on how to use all databases

e Instruction on GALILEO resources and databases
e Turnitin

¢ NoodleTools

e Website evaluation

e PageFlakes

In addition, we tapped into the powers of FrontPage, WordPress, LibraryThing, and Twitter to
communicate with our patrons and to facilitate instruction. We also purchased Camtasia software to
record and produce video tutorials to help students understand how to document different information
sources with NoodleTools.

hdzNJ YSRAI OSyGSNJot23 A& (y2e6y rblojforpostgS | y1jdzA SG [ A 6 NI T
announcements, favorite resources, podcasts, videos, and RSS feeds to our favorite resources, including
our library del.icio.us account. The chart below shows our blog hits for 2007-08:
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Our media center is widely recognized & 0 SAy3 2y (KS OdzidAy3a SR3AS
Fleet and Mrs. Hamilton have led instruction on Web 2.0 tools at district media specialist

meetings. In addition, Mrs. Fleet publishes a quarterly Web 2.0 newsletter for faculty and fellow

media specialists, and Mrs. Hamilton teaches a blogging course for the district. Mrs. Hamilton is

also a guest blogger for the Georgia Library Media Association.

Use of electronic resources

Our databases are invaluable resources for information for our students. Database access
provides our students the opportunity to learn outside of the normal school day. Our GALE
Virtual Library, which features over 300 titles, and our research databases allow multiple classes
to access material quickly and efficiently. Please see the end of this report for more detailed
statistics on database usage.

As the chart below depicts, our GALE databases received the most usage during 2007-08. Our
total GALE usage jumped from 32, 439 in 20061 07 to 39, 151 during 2007-08. Although we
feel the other databases are excellent resources of information, they have not received the
same use as our GALE databases; therefore, we will only renew our GALE products for 2008-09.

177 404 ssa 2007-08 Database Usage

292 B GALE TOTAL SESSIONS
54 B GALE DISCOVERING COLLECTION

B GALE VIRTUAL REFERENCE LIBRARY
B GALE LITERATURE RESOURCE CENTER
B OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS

B GALE STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER
B GALE WHAT DO | READ NEXT?

B ABC CLIO WORLD GEOGRAPHY

W ABC CLIO ANCIENT WORLD HISTORY
m ABC CLIO STATE GEOGRAPHY

B ABCCLIO USAT WAR

B ABC CLIO American History

B ABCCLIO ISSUES

B ABC CLIO GOVERNMENT
ABC CLIO MODERN WORLD HISTORY
W EBSCOhost Biography Collection
EBSCOhost Science Resource Center

EBSCOhost Points of View
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Ethical use of information in all formatéTeachers ad Students)

We used our mini-lessons on NoodleTools and Turnitin as springboards for conversations about
ethical use of information and intellectual property. In addition, these mini-lessons were a
medium for discussing forms of plagiarism and academic honesty.

Our mini-lessons on Web 2.0 tools were authentic and effective vehicles for discussing copyright
rules related to digital images, music, sound, and other creative works.

Dr. Eddy also placed a digital copy of the district copyright handbook on the shared drive so that
it would be easily accessible to all faculty and staff.
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PROGRAM ADMINISTRATERollaborative member of school learning
community defining media program policies and activities, advocate for media program

Iy R

f S R S\sisnoN cerukyzéhdokenvironment)

Management of mediastaff, program budget, equipment andacility

Program Budget

Our total budget for the 2007-08 year was $89,254.82; this does not include our local school

account that is set up for monies collected through fines and donations. Below is a breakdown
of how our monies were spent.

2007-08 Budget: $89,254.82

Budget Item Notes Budget
Print Materials and Videos, Follett $41690.671
Library Video Company: Videos $4376.89
Junior Library Guild Subscription Monthly subscription to fiction and nonfiction books $792.00
Gumdrop Books Nonfiction Books $3607.11
Periodicals 16 current subscriptions, including journals and magazines. $327.43
Equipment e 8 additional boombox/CD/cassette players $3958.95

e 1document camera

e 1DVD recorder

e 5Flipcameras

e 10DVR Units

e Canon Digital camera cables
Audio Books, Recorded Books $258.55
Camtasia Software $341.24
Library Supplies, Library Promotion $919.70
Materials (ALA and Demco)
Movie Licensing USA $425.00
EBSCOhost Databases e 6 ABC CLIO databases $5395.00

e  Biography Resource Center

e  Science Resource Center

e  Points of View Reference Center
Greenwood Publishing e 1year subscription to Daily Life Through History, World Cultures Today, World $3477.58

Folklore/Folklife

e 55Ebooks: Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers
JSTOR $1625.00
GALE Digital Archive for GALE $8670.00
Literature Resource Center
GALE E-Books for GALE GVRL $11007.70
GALE Print Books $1382.00
GALE PowerSearch Plus $1000.00
TOTALS $89254.821
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Media Center Staff

Our media center is staffed by two fully certified media specialists, Buffy Hamilton and
Ruth Fleet. Both media specialists have their Ed.S. degrees in School Library Media; in
addition, Mrs. Fleet is pursuing her doctorate degree in Curriculum. Both media
specialists share the responsibility of lesson planning and design, the creation of
research pathfinders, and material selection.

We also have a full time media clerk, Tammy Beasley, who helps with all aspects of daily
operation. Mrs. Beasley handles the primary responsibility of circulation, lunch passes,
lamination, and general maintenance of the media center commons area. Her work in
these areas is critical as her efforts keep the media center running smoothly and
efficiently so that the media specialists are free to focus on instruction and
collaboration.

Media Center Program Activities
Our media center patrons have enjoyed many exciting and fun activities this past year.
Highlights include:

¢ Blatant Bibliophile8ook Club

e The Live Poet Socidtgetry Club

e Trivia Days

e Ice cream and sundae parties

e Pizza parties

Live musical entertainment

National Teen Read Week festivities

Poetry Month celebrations

Guest author visit from Kelly Bingham

The addition of puzzles and games for student enjoyment during lunch periods

Promotion and facilitation of the PTSA Reflections Contest

Fall in Love with Readirgntest (February 2008) with Barnes and Noble gift

cards as prizes

e Book Reviewer of the Month: a monthly drawing for a Barnes and Noble gift
cards for students who submitted book reviews to our blog

e Unquiet Library podcasts

200708 Inventory
We have completed inventory of our collection as of Friday, May 23; the inventory will
be finalized on Wednesday, June 4, 2008.

Page 12



Our ninth grade patrons continue to show the greatest number of checkouts; circulation
tends to decrease with each grade level. The data below shows the monthly
circulation statistics for each grade level:

9th Grade Circulation 2007-08_, .., 10th Grade Clrculiglon 2007-08,, <,
338 B SEPTEMBER 216 B SEPTEMBER
® OCTOBER 262 B OCTOBER
® NOVEMBER 168  MNOVEMBER
B DECEMBER B DECEMBER
mJANUARY 179 EJANUARY
177 mFEBRUARY ¥ FEBRUARY
= MARCH ¥ MARCH
APRIL APRIL
38 172 51
= MAY m MAY

11th Grade Circulation 2007-08, , ...
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Percentage of Collection

Our collection represents a body of materials that support the Georgia Performance
Standards; the materials in the collection are timely, relevant, and objective.

The chart below compares our collection to the recommendations from Wilson. After
reviewing the data, we will be working to increase our holdings in the 500s and
Professional areas during 2007-08. All other areas of our collection meet or exceed
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The following chart represents the percentage of each main classification in our

collection.
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Itens

The next two charts show the currency of our collection; as you can see, the majority of
our titles are copyrighted 2000 or later:
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GOALFCR 20082009~

Overaching Goal:

To continue to build a program that will be worthy for consideration as the Georgia High
School Media Center of the Year in 2009-2010, the first year that we will be eligible to
qualify for this honor.

Subgoals

Goal One: To build and maintain a collection that is current and reflective of the
A30K22f Qa OdzNNRX Odz I NJ YSSFVQé I }/Ifi I OK A S@SYé)fﬂ

Rationale:
A growing body of research shows a correlation between a quality school library
collection and higher student achievement.

G¢KS fAONINEB YSRAF LINPAINIY Aa SaaSydl
AYGS3aINIFGSR Ayid2 GKS OdzNNR Odzt dzy 2
(Information Power, 1998, p. 58).

Action Steps:
1. Purchase young adult fiction that will appeal a wide range of reading levels and

interests. Sources for selection of these materials may include but are not
limited to:
e2AfazyQa {SYyA2NI | A3IK
e Reputable library journals, such as School Library Journal
e ! [ Qa |, 2dzy 3 ! R dzf odiatign Bodkhsts & Awird NI A OS a
books, including Best Books for Young Adults, Margaret Edwards Award,
Michael Printz Award, AASL Outstanding Books for the College Bound, and
Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. These lists are available at
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklistsbook.htm
e DS2NHAAI tSIOK ¢SSy wSIFRSNERQ / K2AO0S
e Titles suggested by faculty and students.

2. Purchase new reference and non-fiction materials that are aligned with each

32

Qx
Qx

Lol

RSLI NI YSYy(GQa OdzNNA Odzf dzY YIF LA FyR DS2NBHAL

¢ Administer a needs assessment to faculty and students to determine
areas of need.

¢ Meet with department heads and faculty prior to and during the school
year to determine topics and concepts that will be targeted for research
and project based learning.

o Work with representatives from reputable and approved vendors to select
materials for accuracy, relevance, and interest to patrons.
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3. Purchase equipment and technology devices to serve the instructional needs of faculty.
¢ Administer a needs assessment to faculty to determine areas of need.

o Meet with department heads and faculty prior to and during the school year to
determine what pieces of equipment and technology will be needed for
instruction.

e Work with representatives from the approved vendor list from reputable and
approved vendors to select materials for reliability, ease of use, and cost-
efficiency.

4. Continue to maintain and acquire research databases that meet
the research needs of our students and teachers.

o Work with representatives from the approved vendor list from reputable and
approved vendors to select materials for reliability, ease of use, and cost-
efficiency.

o Evaluate effectiveness of databases using surveys and anecdotal feedback from
students and teachers.

o Review database usage statistics monthly and annually to
determine if the service meets instructional needs.

Goal Two: To establish and increase collaboration between the media center and teachers.
The target goal is to collaboratively plan a lesson, project, or unit with every teacher at least
once per semester.

Rationale:

GOFTFSOGADBS O2f 62 NI (A 2ipranbahdemgaged SomBukiBofa KSf LJa (0 2
learners, strengthens the whole school program as well as the library media program, and

RSOSt2LJa &adzlJLI2 NI F2NJ 6KS a0OK22ft fAONINE YSRALF LI
(Information Power, 1998, AASL, p. 51).

Action Steps:
1. Promote and explain collaboration at teacher orientations and faculty meetings.

2. Meet with each department monthly and share collaboratively designed lessons at
department meetings.

3. Invite teachers in to the media center for treats and communication, including
discussions on curriculum mapping, project-based learning, and materials acquisitions.

4. Maintain a web page of collaboratively planned lessons and units for teachers on the

media center website.

Create, share, and promote a collaborative planning form with teachers.

6. Provide staff development activities for teachers (real time and digital) that will help
faculty become familiar and comfortable with the array of resources available for their
use.

o

>Web 2.0 technologies
>Research strategies and end products in the content areas
>Developing multigenre research projects
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Goal Three: To encourage a love of reading and promote reading for pleasure as well
as for informational purposes.

Rationale:

GwSaSIkNOK &adzdaSada oKL with th&Sameunt gf Bmelsphi@® T A OA Sy O
reading voluntarily. Unfortunately, independent reading is often a casualty in our fast

paced, media-2 NA SY G4 SR a20ASteéeod ¢t2RII8Qa adGdzRSyda 1y
interest in doing so. They have failed to catch the love of reading; therefore, they

choose not to read. The adoption of Goals 2000 has made literacy an issue of national

importance; therefore, a primary goal of the school library media program must be to

create life-long readers. It is imperative that school library media specialists work with

teachers and parents to find ways to instill in students the joy of reading while helping

them build the reading habit. (AAsL Position Statement on the Value of Independent Reading in the School
Library Media Program, 1999; available at
http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslproftools/positionstatements/aaslpositionstatementvalueindependent.htm )

Action Steps:
1. Continue to plan, promote, and implement an extracurricular student book

club, featuring high-interest titles with young adult appeal and fun, informal
gatherings.

2. Solicit feedback at department meetings to gather fiction purchase
suggestions and share new books as well as encouraging independent
reading assignments by providing project ideas.

3. Seek funding sources to purchase additional fiction, such as Georgia Library
Media Association mini-grants and grants from other organizations to
provide copies of book club selections for students who cannot afford them
and to improve the fiction collection without sacrificing other budgetary
segments.

4. Create displays and bulletin boards highlighting interesting or new books to
pigue student interest.

5. Participate and plan programs/activities for special events that celebrate
literacy, such as National Teen Read Week and book fairs for teenagers.
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Goal Four: To create and implement collaboratively designed lesson and units of
study with teacher that will target information literacy skills that students need for
the 21* century.

Rationale:

GCKSNB A& y2 (SEG06221 TFT2NIEAFSTE yR a0Kz22fa Oly y2 f:3
predetermined set of facts. Schools need to edustatéents to cope with a future of constantly changing

needs and information. The Information Literacy Standards provide a mechanism for helping students

become responsible users of information for both academic and recreational uses.

All across the counyr the educational reform movement has encouraged a change in the way teachers
and students interact. Traditionally the teacher was viewed as the source of most, if not all, necessary
information, as well as being the decision maker about what shoulddredd. More and more the
teacher is becoming a coach encouraging students to generate questions and discover the underlying
facts, concepts and relationships which serve as the foundation for real world decision making.

As a result, students have the appunity to develop the necessary skills to locate, collect, organize, and
present information; to evaluate information for its relevance, accuracy and possible bias; and to adopt
ethical behaviors related to the use of information. Using these skilldeshthem to be successful in
whatever direction their lives might turn. They will be able to find the answer for themselves rather than

being at the mercy of others who provide i@ O1 F 3SR aSft SOGSR AYyF2NNI GAZ2Y NBf I

from AASL Past-President M. Ellen Jay

Action Steps:

1. Consult the Georgia Performance Standards and collaborate with teachers for
ways to authentically integrate the instruction and mastery of these skills into
instruction and assignments. These assignments will be shared on the media
center website and within each department so that students are held to the
same research standards in each subject area.

2. Utilize resources available at the AASL Information Literacy Resource page for
determining information literacy skills to be targeted as well as instructional
resources and strategies.

3. Collaborate with faculty to develop a cohesive and comprehensive Academic
Research Integrity Policy to be implemented school wide.

4. Consult the American Association of School Librarians and Association for
9RdzOF GA2Yy I f /[ 2 YYdzy A Qnfdindaigoy Literaby fraddadisS OKy 2 f 2 3 &
for Student Learning which are available online.

5. Utilize other online resources from information literacy experts, such as Joyce
Valenza, the Georgia Learning Connections website, and research frameworks,
such as the Big 6 Information Problem Solving Process, to seamlessly integrate
research and information literacy skills into instruction and research
assignments.
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